animals, birds, etc., as well as plants
and trees, some hours or even one or
more days prior to the occurrence of
heavy or moderate rainfall in a place
also enabled them to formulate rules
for forecasting rainfall on short and
medium ranges.

Long Range Forecasting

There were three broad ap-
proaches possible for the post-Vedic
scholars in this field. They were the

following:-

1. To work within the framework of
the concepts handed over to them
by the Vedic scholars and im-
proved by them, viz.,

(a)Rainfall is essentially a yajna pro-
cess in which both sun and soma

play important roles.

(b)    By virtue of being a pratikrti
of soma of the upper regions, the
moon has an influence on the rain-
fall process. (In fact, the moon
was imagined to have the ability
of extracting the soma of the up-
per heavens and stars and thus ac-
quire all the eseential functions of
soma that resides in the midst of
stars.)

(c)The period that elapses between
formation of rain foetuses and
rainfall delivery is 195 days.

In other words, the formula-
tion of the rainfall forecasts on the

long range can be based on observa-
tions of winds, clouds, rain, sky con-
ditions, etc., on selected days
characterised by the relative posi-
tions of the moon and the sun with
respect to the stars in all the months
prior to the commencement of mon-
soon rainfall.

2. To assume that eclipses of the sun
and the moon, comets, the relative
position of various planets with
respect to the sun and the moon,
etc., do influence rainfall and for-
mulate the forecasting rules ac-
cordingly. The idea of rainfall
cycles perhaps has its origin here.

3. To interpret certain shapes of
clouds, state and colour of the sky,
fall of meteors, unseasonal winds,
abnormal weather conditions, etc.,
as indicative of oncoming ex-
tremes of weather and forecast the
same accordingly.

Before we proceed further, it
is pertinent to point out at this stage
that we are dealing with an extremely
difficult subject from the scientists'
point of view. While the natural ten-
dency of any scientist will be to dis-
miss these concepts as not conform-
ing to any scientific standards and,
therefore, not worth going into, a sci-
entist tracing the historical develop-
ment has necessarily to probe deeply
into them and see on what framework
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